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1. Please share your life trajectory and how you came to be at the
University of Costa Rica/Lankester Botanical Garden.

I was born in Costa Rica, and from a very young age I felt a strong inclination
toward the natural sciences, dtiven by a desite to understand the wotld around
us. I initially studied Biology, with a particular interest in genetics. During my
academic training, I suddenly developed a deep passion for the study of
orchids, which led me to discover the Lankester Botanical Garden of the
University of Costa Rica.

In the late 1980s, while I was still an undergraduate student, I began working
as a research assistant at the Lankester Botanical Garden. At that time, the
Garden had very limited scientific activity and institutional development. Over
the years, I became increasingly interested in plant biotechnology—not only as
a tool for scientific research, but also as a means to contribute to the
conservation and sustainable use of Costa Rica’s extraordinary orchid diversity.
This path led me to obtain first a master’s degree and, many years later, a PhD
in Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources.

I have been a faculty member of the University of Costa Rica since 1993. 1
served as the second Director of the Lankester Botanical Garden from 2000 to
2014. In addition, I am a professor at the School of Agronomy and in the
Graduate Program in Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources at the

University of Costa Rica. For many years, I have served as Director of
Horticulture at the Lankester Botanical Garden, where I am responsible for
the living collections in the field and greenhouses, as well as for landscape
maintenance and design. I also coordinate the plant in vitro culture laboratory
and an orchid seed bank where we study and propagate orchid species that are
rare in nature or threatened with extinction.

Among the accomplishments I am most proud of is my initiative to build a
Japanese garden at the Lankester Botanical Garden. I managed the project that
made its construction possible in 2009, with the support of the people and the
government of Japan. In addition to being one of the most beautiful and
visited areas of the Garden, this space symbolizes the strengthening of cultural
and scientific ties between Costa Rica and Japan and reflects the momentum
given to the Garden’s scientific and landscape development during those years.
Beyond the professional dimension, the Lankester Botanical Garden
represents a personal achievement for me. Through sustained collective effort,
it was possible to help guide its development until it became an international
reference center for the study of tropical orchids.

2. How did you learn about GLH and what does this partnership
mean to you, both personally and professionally?

I learned about the GLH project in early 2022, when my colleague, Dr.
Gerardo Avalos, told me about this initiative and the opportunity for the
Lankester Botanical Garden to collaborate. Although the Garden’s main
expertise lies in the cultivation and study of orchids, we believed that our
experience in horticulture—particularly in seed germination under controlled
conditions—could be useful for germinating tree seeds originating from
temperate regions.

While the process has presented significant technical challenges, we have
successfully germinated Ginkgo seeds, and several dozen young trees are
currently growing in our greenhouses. Some of them have already been
planted in emblematic sites such as the University for Peace and the University
of Costa Rica.

What most attracted me to the project from the beginning was the powerful
message of resilience, hope, and peace embodied by these trees. On a personal
level, participating in this initiative means a great deal to me, as I feel I am
contributing to GLLH’s mission of spreading the message worldwide that we
must work toward the eradication of nuclear weapons and that, despite the
horrors caused by their use, there is always hope.



It also gives me great satisfaction to know that, beyond my work as a teacher
and researcher, I am contributing to a social and global outreach project that
can encourage reflection on past mistakes and on the threats we face as
humanity. From a professional perspective, although orchids are my main field
of study, this project clearly connects with my work as a botanist and educator.
Germinating hibakujumokn seeds under tropical conditions represents an
interesting technical challenge, and the powerful message behind this initiative
extends far beyond the university classroom.

My first visit to Hiroshima took place in September 2025. It was a family trip
to Japan with my wife, son, and daughter. However, since becoming involved
with GLH, visiting Hiroshima had been one of the most anticipated parts of
the journey. In fact, it was the first city we visited, as I wished to see in person
some of the hibakujumokn growing in the Peace Memorial Park, from which
the seeds we are cultivating at the Lankester Botanical Garden originate.

The city made an excellent impression on us—vibrant and orderly, with the
careful urban planning characteristic of Japanese cities. At the same time, it
stands as a powerful testament to the extraordinary capacity for recovery after
a devastating and deeply painful disastet.

I was especially moved by the Peace Memorial Park, with its beautiful trees,
the Flame of Peace—which will continue to burn until nuclear weapons are
eliminated—and the Peace Memorial Museum, which deeply touched our
hearts. The contrast between the Atomic Bomb Dome, standing as a silent
witness to destruction and the loss of thousands of lives, and the serene beauty
of the surrounding park was particularly striking.

Bringing hibakujumokn to Costa Rica represents an invaluable opportunity to
share the message of GLH and to allow people, upon seeing one of these
trees, to reflect on the horrors of war and the threat that nuclear weapons pose
to humanity.

I see a clear connection between Costa Rica’s history of peace and the history
of Hiroshima, as both reflect a strong pacifist current in the postwar period. In

Costa Rica, after a brief civil war in 1948, the victorious president made the
historic decision to abolish the army, symbolically dismantling military barracks
and reallocating those resources to education, health, and social development.
This decision consolidated a civil and pacifist tradition that has allowed Costa
Rica to achieve some of the best social development indicators in Latin
America.

In the case of Hiroshima, the city has become a global symbol of the struggle
for peace, historical memory, and the elimination of nuclear weapons. In this
sense, hibakujumokn can play a very important role in education, historical
memoty, and environmental awareness, serving as living witnesses that
connect history with the present.

I would like these trees to grow in public spaces where people have the
opportunity to learn that they are descendants of trees that survived an atomic
bombing. These trees are usually accompanied by a plaque explaining their
history and significance, so ideally, they should be planted in highly visible and
accessible locations, where the message can reach as many people as possible
and where a conscious effort is made to highlight their presence.

I hope these trees will become messengers of peace and hope for future
generations and help ensure that the horrors caused by war—especially the use
of nuclear weapons—are never forgotten. If I were to summarize my hope in a
single idea, it would be the conviction that although differences between
peoples and nations are inevitable, conflicts must be resolved through sincere
dialogue, respect for differences, and peace.
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