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For this summer newsletter, we have chosen the
Weeping willow (Salix babylonica), which despite its
Biblical name (my generation may remember the song
‘By the Rivers of Babylon’...?!) originates from China.
‘Our’ willow is by Hiroshima’s Honkawa river, at
370m from the hypocenter the hzbakujumokn closest
to the atomic born%’s explosion. Though its trunk was
entirely burned, the roots somehow survived, to grow
into the tree we have today, giving us cool shade and
refuge from Japan’s increasingly long and hot summers.
Considering the willow’s lifespan is usually not long, it
is quite a miracle that it has lived more than 80 years
since the war.

This resilient and beautiful tree is also the favorite of
GLH’s Sophie Qano. After a 2-year rotation, working
with UNITAR and GLH as a Shansi Fellow, Sophie
will now head to Europe, this time to pursue her
master’s degree as an Erasmus scholar. It will take a lot
of space to describe Sophie’s many impressive
contributions to GLH, be it producing or editing our
website content and design, interacting with GLH
partners worldwide, or simply helping colleagues solve
problems. In everything she has done Sophie has been
passionate, intellectually sharp and curious, of good
cheer and, most importantly, a supremely reliable team-
player. We shall miss Sophie immensel {;ut happy to
announce that she will continue with GLH as a
Research Associate and I have a feeling will remain an
important part of our campaign for many years to
come.

We have also welcomed another member to the team,
Mizuki Tonohata, seconded to UNITAR by
Hiroshima Prefecture and who will be working with
GLH as well. I am happy that from the start Mizuki has

embraced this work with great enthusiasm, and she and
I will try our best to keep things working until Sophie’s
successor arrives in the Fall.
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A recent, enlightening and alarming interview
with Max Tegmark, professor of physics and Al
at MIT was a good counterpoint to Green
Legacy’s mission. For a decade Professor
Tegmark has been warning of the need to put
guardrails in the mad Al-race.

His interview reminded me anew, that the more
we are collectively pushed into a digital universe
we seem to be losing control of, the more vital
our need for and dependence on trees. At more
than 350 million years, trees are immeasurably
more ancient than us humans, and in many ways
wiser, more generous and more tolerant. Last
month, visiting a 1700-year-old Byakushin
(Chinese juniper) on one of the islands of the
Inland Sea, I was mesmerized by the tree’s aura, a
habitat all its own for thousands of other
creatures. So much we don’t yet know about the
real intelligence of trees right next to us, even as
we are plunged deeper and deeper into the
artificial intelligence of machines. Apt,
therefore, to finish with a quote from the late
Professor Francis Hallé:

“Trees are our oldest and most faithful partners.
Without them, we would never have appeared
on this planet. Without them, we will not
survive long."
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Chinese Juniper, Shodoshima, Japan
Estimated age 1,700 years
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https://www.economist.com/insider/inside-tech/how-to-reroute-the-ai-race
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