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Nassrine Azimi AV —> 73

Co-founder, Coordinator FL[AAIRE - =2 —F 4 F— % —
During her career at UNITAR, Nassrine led numerous initiatives, programs and
offices worldwide, notably as chief of UNITAR’s New York Office and founding
director, then senior advisor of the Hiroshima Office until 2023. She has written and
published extensively on UN peacekeeping & peacebuilding (with Chang Li Lin),
post-conflict reconstruction, environmental and cultural governance, and Asia. Her
more recent books are ‘The Last Boat to Yokohama’ (with Michel Wasserman), ‘“The
United States and Cultural Heritage Protection in Japan (1945-1952)’ and ‘The
UNITAR Hiroshima Fellowship for Afghanistan — An Anthology’ (with Humaira
Khan-Kamal). Nassrine teaches international peace and security and believes that
through the A-bombed trees the world can better understand the threats of nuclear
weapons and the power, resilience, and beauty of Nature.
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Tomoko Watanabe JE#B AH+
Co-founder JEL[AlAIER

Born in Hiroshima, Tomoko Watanabe’s parents are atomic bomb survivors. In 1989,
she established ANT-Hiroshima and has been conducting peace activities based in
Hiroshima for the past 30 years. She co-founded GLH and served as a co-coordinator
for the Initiative until 2017. The A-bombed trees show evidence of the continuous
efforts, on the way from destruction to recovery, and represent in themselves “hope.”
Through education about peace, she would like to continue with activities that
communicate the existence and significance of the A-bombed trees to people both in
Japan and abroad.
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Chikara Horiguchi 3 1 /)

Arborist (Tree Doctor) A%
In his final year of university, Chikara Horiguchi visited the Jomon Sugi, a 2,000-year-
old Japanese cedar on Yakushima Island, and decided thereafter to work in greenery.
After training in Fukuoka, he started working for a landscape contracting company
in Hiroshima that took charge of greening public areas in the city. When he was 28,
Horiguchi met Tadahiko Yamano, the first Japanese tree-doctor arborist. This
meeting led to his decision to take care of hibakujumoku, silent witnesses of the
atomic bombing, for the rest of his life. In 1991, Horiguchi received his qualification
as an arborist. Since then, he has been researching and treating hibakujumoku as an
arborist working for Hiroshima City. He has been the master gardener for GLH since
its very inception and is a member of the GLH committee as well as the Working
Group.
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Akio Nishikori i i
Trustee N7 A7 «
Akio Nishikiori was born in 1937. He was 8 years old when he witnessed the atomic
bombing of Hiroshima, which killed two of his family members. As an architect, he
was involved in Hiroshima’s reconstruction for 60 years. He hopes to spread the
meaning of Hiroshima with a sense of reality, through the point of view of human
history. Through the activities of Green Legacy Hiroshima, he would like to open his
mind and listen to the message of nature that the trees are telling the people.

1937 A F N, 8 MOKLE T CIRFIEMICE 5, FIK 2 AP FURIE, BEXK
ELTO60EMEFOI S VIZHED D, IKEOEKEZ NELMHEATY 7 )T
ADHLETRELIZVWEES, 7=V LA — e my A=V T T 47D
TEE) 208 U CHIEBI AR T 2 BRSO ANHI~DOFZME D 2 2 A% KT
W&

Shinichi Ue | FL—

Trustee b 7 A7 4
Shinichi Ue was born in 1950 and is a second-generation atomic bomb victim. He is
a marine biologist specializing in elucidating the giant jellyfish outbreaks and
predicting their occurrence, and so he feels well with the salty sea wind. At home, he
enjoys leading an ecological life connected to nature, including lawn management in
the garden, growing seasonal vegetables, cultivating shiitake mushrooms in the
background mountains, wood-chopping (and heating the bathwater with it), and so
on. He is deeply impressed by the silent power of the A-bombed trees, emitting the
message “I am alive,” and is involved with GLH’s activities to deliver the innate
peaceful message of the trees to many people worldwide.
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Majime Suzuki &5 A %
Trustee N 7 A7 ¢
Hajime Suzuki is the creative director of the Chugoku Shikoku Hakuhodo market
design department. Similar to Green Legacy, he is involved in an activity called
Green Greetings to protect Hiroshima's atomic-bombed trees. For Green Legacy, he
oversaw the design of the plaque depicting the atomic bombed trees.
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Mihoko Kumamoto [#yc SEfH 1
Trustee 7 A7 «
Mihoko Kumamoto is the Director of the Division for Prosperity, UNITAR, and has
been the Director of the UNITAR Hiroshima Office from 2014 until 2023. UNITAR
supports Africa, the Middle East, Asia, and the Pacific countries in areas such as
environmental issues including adaptation to climate change, disaster prevention,
gender, or peacebuilding. She wishes to deliver hope with A-bombed trees from
Hiroshima, the place known as a symbol of peace, to the world.
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Chisa Mikami — F &4
Trustee N 7 A7 4

Chisa Mikami has been Head of the UNITAR Hiroshima Office since November
2023. UNITAR Hiroshima delivers needs-based training in support of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to Africa, the Middle East, Asia and the
Pacific countries in areas such as environmental issues including adaptation to
climate change, disaster risk reduction, gender, and peacebuilding. She wishes to
convey the history and reality of the atomic bombing through A-bombed trees that
survived the devastation and gave the people of Hiroshima the courage to live and
hope for peace and reconstruction.
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Junko Shimazu 54 #E-1-

Alternate Trustee to head of UNITAR = =% — /L5 ® s 7 A7 ¢ {8
Junko Shimazu joined the UNITAR Hiroshima Office in September 2012. Since then
she has led several training programmes, including programmes focused on
Tsunami-based DRR Women'’s Leadership, the Youth Ambassadorship, Nuclear
Disarmament and Non-Proliferation Training, and Sports and Peace. She is now the
team leader of the Leadership and Inclusion Team at the Division for Prosperity.
Junko believes in the power of a-bomb survivor trees and hopes to help to send
their strong message of peace to the world.
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Ann Sherif 7> -3 =27
Trustee N 7 A7 ¢

Ann Sherif is a Professor of Japanese at Oberlin College, Ohio, the United States. She
has a Ph.D. in Japanese Literature from the University of Michigan. Her publications
include Japan’s Cold War: Literature, Media, and the Law (Columbia University
Press). Professor Sherif’s current book project focuses on independent and regional
publishers and literature in Japan, 1917-1990, with a particular focus on the print
and visual cultures of Hiroshima. At Oberlin, she teaches various courses on books
and literature, nature and the environment of East Asia. She also coordinates the
Green Legacy Hiroshima Initiative at Oberlin. She became a GLH Trustee in 2019.
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Kenta Matsuoka #A[i] fd
Trustee N7 AT 4
Kenta Matsuoka was born in Hiroshima. He was seconded to the UNITAR Hiroshima
Office from April 2017 to April 2019 by the Hiroshima Prefectural Government. As
the former secretary of Green Legacy Hiroshima Initiative, he oversaw
communication with partners and botanical gardens, as well as helping organize the
committee and working group meetings. Kenta became a GLH trustee member after
returning to the Hiroshima Prefectural Government, in April 2019. He hopes that the
peace message of Hiroshima spreads to the world through A-bombed trees.
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Yuko Baba [5¥; #h 1
Trustee N7 A7 ¢
Yuko Baba was born in Yamaguchi. She was seconded to the UNITAR Hiroshima
Office from April 2019 to March 2022 by the Hiroshima Prefectural Government. As
the former focal point for the GLH secretariat, she was in charge of communication
with partners and botanical gardens, as well as helping organize the committee and
working group meetings. She hopes to connect the A-bomb trees with the people
who hunger for peace all over the world.
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Haruka Yasuda ZH [E#&
Trustee N7 A7 4

Haruka Yasuda was born and raised in Hiroshima. She was seconded to the UNITAR
Hiroshima Office from April 2022 to March 2024 by the Hiroshima Prefectural
Government (HPG). As the former focal point of the GLH secretariat, she was
responsible for all organizational tasks related to GLH’s global network, including
communication with partners and botanical gardens. She was also in charge of the
committee and working group meetings and some partner visits. She became a
trustee after returning to HPG. She hopes all the Hibakujumoku seeds will grow
powerfully and send a peace message all over the world.
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Yoko Mito = %% 5+~
Auditor BESH
Yoko Mito is an administrative scrivener, who mainly engages in the application of
permits and licenses. It has been six years since she joined the Green Legacy
Hiroshima. The A-bombed trees deliver a message of peace that makes one realize
the preciousness of life. Mito Yoko wishes that as many people as possible can feel it.
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International Scientific Advisors

AriNovy 7—U—+/)—74
Executive Director, Cornell Botanic Garden
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Dr. Ari Novy is the Executive Director of Cornell Botanic Gardens and a plant
biologist with a wide range of expertise in plant science and education. Prior to
joining Cornell, he held numerous positions — as president of the San Diego
Botanic Garden (SDBG), Chief Scientist at the Leichtag Foundation, and Executive
Director of the United States Botanic Garden in Washington, D.C. He is the author of
numerous peer-reviewed scientific papers and the founding co-chair of the Food
and Agriculture section of the American Public Gardens Association. He has served
on task forces and advisory panels for diverse groups including the White House
Council on Environmental Quality, the Cornell Alliance for Science, Botanic Garden
Conservation International, Missouri Botanical Garden, and the Garden Club of
America.
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Research Associate

Mariko Kikuchi &1 ELPE 1

Mariko Kikuchi was born in Kagawa and raised in Hiroshima, Japan. She graduated
from the faculty of Education at Hiroshima University and was seconded to UNITAR
from April 2024 to March 2026 by the Hiroshima Prefectural Government. As the
former focal point of the GLH secretariat, she was in charge of communication with
partners and botanical gardens, as well as helping organize the committee groups.
She remains part of GLH family as a research associate, to further explore the
significance of the messages conveyed by the hibakujumoku. From August 2026, she
will study development policy at the University of Sydney.
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Secretariat

Mizuki Tonohata Mkl 3£ A
Mizuki Tonohata was born and raised in Hiroshima and completed her bachelor’s
degree at the Prefectural University of Hiroshima, in the Faculty of Human Culture.
For the past three years she had been working for the Hiroshima Prefectural
Government, involved mainly in municipal administration and finance. She has
recently been seconded to UNITAR and started working as an Expert in the Division
for Prosperity. Through this work she would like to convey the importance of peace
and human connections that sustain people around the world.
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Saeeda Razick YA —% -5 v
Saeeda Razick was born in Colombo, Sri Lanka. She recently received her bachelor’s
degree in mechanical engineering and started working with JR-East. She was a
UNITAR trainee and part of the GLH Secretariat Team, helping with the Partners in
Profile series and outreach. She hopes to share the GLH’s message of peace,
especially with youth.
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SophieQano Y7 4 — + F ¥ /
Sophie Qano was born in Houston, Texas. Her degrees are in Psychology and
Environmental Studies with a concentration in Peace and Conflict Studies. She
works as an Oberlin Shansi Fellow, splitting her time between UNITAR, GLH, and
ANT-Hiroshima. Through GLH, Sophie hopes to share her passions for
collaborating with others, peacebuilding, and pro-environmental behavior change
in cross-cultural settings.
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Regional Hubs

San Diego Botanic Garden (SDBG)

The San Diego Botanic Garden is located in Encinitas, California, United States. At 37
acres (150,000 m?2), the garden includes rare bamboo groves (said to be the largest
bamboo collection in the United States), desert gardens, a tropical rainforest,
California native plants, Mediterranean climate landscapes, and a subtropical fruit
garden. It will soon be establishing its first medicinal garden. At SDBG Mr. Joe DeWolf
(pictured left), habitat restoration plant manager, coordinates the GLH seed
collection and dispatch program.
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Focal Point: Dr. Todd Michael
Todd Michael is a plant biologist working at the intersection of genomics,
conservation, and climate solutions, serving as CSO at the San Diego Botanic Garden
and Research Professor at the Salk Institute, focusing on plant-based solutions for
sustainability and climate change. He earned his PhD in Molecular and Cellular
Biology from Dartmouth College and a BA in Biology from the University of Virginia.
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College of Agriculture, Food and Rural Enterprise (CAFRE)
College of Agriculture, Food and Rural Enterprise (CAFRE) is a public tertiary-level

land-based college offering training in agriculture, food technology, horticulture,
equine and agri-business operating at three sites in Northern Ireland. The college is
funded by the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA) of
Northern Ireland. At CAFRE Mr. James Ross (pictured left), Horticulture Instructor &
Walled Garden Manager, coordinates the GLH seed collection and dispatch program.
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Focal Point: Prof. David Dowd
David Dowd is the Senior Lecturer responsible for Higher Education Horticulture at
the College of Agriculture, Food & Rural Enterprise, Northern Ireland. David studied
for his Degree in Horticulture at the National Botanic Gardens, Dublin and at the
Dublin Institute of Technology for his Master’s in Sustainable Development.
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University of Costa Rica (UCR
University of Costa Rica (UCR) was founded in 1940 and is the largest and most
prestigious national university in Central America, with its main campus located
in San José. It plays a leading role in the region across a wide range of academic
fields, including social sciences, natural sciences, and engineering. At UCR Dr.
Jorge Warner (pictured left), Chief of Horticulture at Lankester Botanical Gardens,
is a partner in the GLH seed collection and dispatch program.
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Focal Point: Dr. Gerardo Avalos
Gerardo Avalos is currently a Professor of Ecology at the University of Costa Rice
and serves as the Director of the Center for Sustainable Development Studies. He
obtained his PhD in plant ecophysiology and conservation from the University of
Missouri - St. Louis and his master’s degree from the University of Colorado-
Boulder.
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The University of Melbourne
The University of Melbourne, established in 1853, is the second oldest public

comprehensive university and the No 1 university in Australia. With a student
i body of approximately 55,000 from both Australia and abroad, it has played a
highly significant role in the country’s higher education and research.
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Focal Point: Virginia McNally

Virginia McNally is part of the team responsible for the management and
conservation of campus green spaces and trees, and is engaged in education,
research, and international collaborative projects in the fields of horticulture and
the environment. An active member of Botanical Gardens of Australia and New
Zealand (BGANZ) organisation and on the National Trust of Australia (Victoria)
Significant Tree Committee.

Y NV =T =T F Y —
F ¥ N ADFHCBADEH - REEHYTLF—LD Y —F—T, FITHE
55 - Rl TREME D BPIC B 5 HF - FSE - EBSERE T n P =7 MICEb o T
W5, A=ARTZVT « =a—U—7 > YR (BGANZMED A X —THh
D, A=A Z U TENARFE(EZ MY THNOBEEBAZESIZHHATRE LTV
2o




